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Paradise Conrmunity Church Consistory

August i.3, 2026

President Dean opened the meeting with prayer, with Matt, Bobbi, Bob, wendy, Dean and

Pastor Vince in attendance. The secretary repart was read by Wendy and approved
(Bobbi/Matt), and the treasurer reperrt was reviewed and approved. (Bobbi/Matt).

0ld Business

e VBS had 42 registered children from 22 families. LL of those families are currently not
members of PCC. $L6L was received in offering.

e Visitation Conrmittee meeting- Vince reported he would like an updated active member
book. The possibility of changing membership requirenrents was also discussed, nraking
membership requirements: attendance, communion or tjthes on a more regular basis
quarterly. No decision has been made on this yet.

o Bobbi reported Feeding His Flock is doing their next supper August 22nd, Women's
serviee group will have their annual picnic October 7L, and Harvest Home will be

September 27. Donations to the We Care Pregnancy Center will be accepted under
special funds for the month of September.

o The materials have been picked up for the new storage closet in the Sunday schonl room

New Business

o The Property comrnittee will meet August 27 at7pm.
o Bri donated wall mounts for the new tv's if needed.
c There will be a Sunday School meeting August 25 at 7pm to discuss the upcoming year.

c Pastor Vince is considering a 6:30 Thursday evening service or Bilole study. Please keep

this in your prayers.

o The pr:ssibility of making communion monthly was discussed. Wendy made a motion to
revisit next months meeting.

e Benevolence-none at this time

The next meeting will be Thursday, September 10 at 7pm. Bobbie nrade a motion to adjourn
the meeting, and Matt seconded it.



REF'XfiCT-NONS

I was reflecting the other day on where some of the church families have gone over the
years and how our attendance has changed. Yes, many have m.o,red away and farm families
are much smaller ihese days, but there have been others who have quietly slipped thru the
cracks. I came across this article as I contemplated what our path into the nexi 150 y62pg
might look Iike.

The next generation is not leaving the church because they hate God.
They are leaving because they cannot find themselves in it.
Too many churches are trying to presenre a moment instead of reach a generation.
Somewhere along the r,vay we started building monurnents where we should have been
building bridges.
Monuments celebrate what God did.
Bridges can"y people into what God is still doing.
The gospel has not changed,
The power of God has not changed"
The presence of God has not changed.
But every generation needs someone r,villing to build a briclge to them.
When the church builds monuments instead of bridges, the next generation will not stay
and admire them.
They will simply walk away.
The kingdom of God was ner./er meant to be a museum full of memories.
It was meant to be a m.ovement reaching the next generation.

There is a fine line between cherishing our heritage and incorporating progress. Embracing
our rising young who come to us with new energy and ideas, deserving of our grace and
respect, while not forgetting to value the wisdom of our older generations who hold the life
experience and stability to anchor the congregation. Each and every one of us hold a vital
role as we enter the next chapter of PCC,,w1- lJ;-l\'---=:'--

WHEN GOD }VI-{ISPERS YOUR NAME

But grow in tAe grace and hnow/edge ofowr Lord and SaviourJeats Christ z Petery:t8 MV

Growth- is the goal of tlre Clvatian. l/uih,vL$ 's vnandatory. lf a chLLd ceasedto d,eveLop, the parentwouLd.be

cancerned,lghtt WhenaClv'stianstopsgrowing,heLp sneeded., YoumLghtbew'tseto getachechup. May

l suggest one? Wiry dontyouchech.yawl:ulbt,il;z MaLethesefourhabttsreguLavactivities andseewl,tat

ttappers. Firsf the habtt of prayer, Second., the l,Labtt of study, TlnLyd, tl,te habtt of glvmg. And Last of aLL, the

habttof fell,owshtp.



Karcm's Yestisnomy

When tisa asked if I would give a testimony, I didn't thinl< I really had a testimony.

So, I talked to Lisa about not thinking I had a testimony. She said "Sure you do;

look how far you have come in your faith." When I stopped to think about it, I

guess she's right.

I was a balcy when I was baptized and really didn't think much about it till we

were discussing baptism in Sunday school class one Sunday. Then I wondered if I

should get baptized now that l'm older, and when Pastor Vince announced being

baptized one Sunday, Adrienne said, "Karen we should do this!," I said "l think we

should, Let's do it!"
l've been through a lot over the years and it made nre rethink some things

especially after my heart attack, which wasn't a good lcind. I had an aortic

dissection and was told it can happen again and I could have died. lt really didn't
register till I asked the person who helped the Dr. repair my heart about it, the

look she gave me said it all. I needed to make some changes all around.

I know God's been working on me for a while. l'm a slow learner and a work in
progress. I was always told to pray, and I know a lot of prayers went up over the

years by me and for me, and I have grown a lot.

I needed to get out of my comfort zone and same old routine. I served on

Consistsry which helped me understand how the Church worlcs, and l'm in choir.

l'm shy and bashful and reluetant sometimes ts volunteer and I decided to stay for

Sunday school and study the Bible which helps to understand things when

discussed as a group.

I did not have any wow monnents but felt small changes. Like I said l'm a work in
progress. l've had a lot of people who have helped me along the way. My mom

was my rock and gave me guidance and she did a lot of praying for me.

I have a lot of people who are encouraging and helpful and a living example of
how I want to be.

l'm a long way from where God wants me to be but he's working on me to be a

better version of myself.

God knows I need a lclt of work but he's witling ta wark GR me and help me ein this
journe'y. lt's not easy but with God's help l'll get there.



VBS 2026
This year's Vacation Bible School was one to rernember! We started off VBS Sunday August
9th by honoring h4ichele Fifer's legacy arrd her love for children by presenting Mark with a VBS
Shirt of his own in Micheie's favorite color of red with her name and the line from her favorite
song'oI can only imagine".I wanted this year's VBS to be dedicated in her memory and her
long-iasting legacy. Michele loved all the kicls in the church and was always a heip at VBS.

This year's VBS had 42 rcgisteted children ftom22 different families! 11 of those families were
not members of PCC!

This year's theme was called Camp Firelight - A Summer Camp Adventure with Godl We had
three groups: The Lightnin' Bugs, Skeeters, ancl Honey Bees , and the helpers were the Worlcer
Ants.

The kids loved Lu our lightning bug puppet - played by Tyl We had a tree made for Lu by Dean
Reed and Val Solonoslcy whc hand painted and drew to make the tree look so reaiistic!

Evetyone that attended received a t-shirt that Monday night that they were able to tie-dye in their
favorite colors ! (A true oamp favorite) T-shirts were made and packaged the week prior by
Annette! I still cannot thank her enough for making roughly 70 t-shirts!

Each night the kids gather:ed in the sanctuary where Lu and Counselor Darcie put o1a skit
getting the kids excited foi: the nightl Each night we learned our Camp Call out - Whenever I,m
afraid,I put my trust in You. Psalm 56:3 Monday night Lori led the Bible Story: God goes with
Jacob in Genesis 28.. Lori to had some help with Erica, Holli, Lisa, and Dean. Tuesday night the
kids learned the Bible Story: Rrith Chooses to Go, where Lisa lead that Bible Story portraying
Naomi. V/ednesday night the kids learned the Bible Stoly: Jesus Calms the Stoim. Tracy lecl that
evening rcadingthe story. She had some help by having Dean, Wyatt, andLaneas disciples and
h/o'l-{- nnefra.ri-- To^,'. I ^-; ,.,^. ir ^L..,.^^ ^C ^^,,-l ^€!:^^+^r^uJ 1116 dvu+o. i;vii Viij} rii Uiiiii-gu iji SOLinO CIICCiS.

Pastor Vince, Ty, and Shayla lead games ail 3 nights by playing kickball, duck duck goose,
skipping, hopping, and several more fi.in games!

Crafts were ied by Bobbi and Karen! Monday night everyone got to tie-dye! Those ladies hacl a
lot of help especially with the littles { akathe Honey Bees ) ! Tuesday night's activity the kids
painted sun catchers and the Honey Bees decorated key chains by getting to color them!
Wednesday night the kids got to make their very own lightning bug made out of Easter eggs!

Each night - kids received a goody bag macle by Meghan with a different snack eaeh night! We
had grapes and blueberries with si:iders, trail mix, and abuiid your o\.r/n smore! V/e ended
V/ednesday night around a camp fire built by Bob Roy and made yummy gooey smores! We
invited all the families to come join us!

Thank you to everyone that helped malce this year's VBS one to remember! Already lookiirg
forward to next year!

Darcie Grenier
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BItsLE STL}DY

We are blessed to have a dedicated group of Bible students who attend on

Wednesdays to study scripture together. The meeting begins with
fellowship and food at 5:30 around the fire (while the weather allows!) and
the study at 6. We're reading through Philippians right noq and anyone is

welcome to join us at any time!

This Wednesday was an extra special time together as we shared by the
hum of the tractor (which is a good thing - the farmers are able to get back
in the fields!). We sent Karla Bembenick Sherman off with our love as they
prepare their new home in KY and then we had a wonderful finale as we
witnessed Gail Pifer's

baptism! What an

awesome celebration of
God's goodness. He is

moving in mighty ways!

CORN AND DOGGIE ROAST

Tis the season for the fields to burst forth, and wow, are they
bursting after this rain! We're grateful for the abundance that Dan
and Nancy Keller and Mark Pifer shared with us on August 1" 6 as
the corn was delicious! We'd planned many outdoor games for the
feast, but the weather did its usual thing this August and pushed
us indoors. It may have doused out our fire for
roasting hot dogs, but we are thankful for Bob Roy
and Dean Reed doing the grillin'while we were
chillin'! Thanks also to the events committee for
prepping the corn and leading us in some songs. It
was a great night to enjoy some fellowship in the
Lord!

l
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PCCSOru2026
Loi Yohe - Filline in lbr,|portsfiournalist" Annette Roy

The Final Game - 2026 - Notaplay-by-play.Justtlte hislilishts.

'fhe lirst softball game of the 2026 PCC Season was held on Sunday, Aug. 23, at tire 'frouMlle Community Park.

T[e thr-eat of storms did not deter a cleterrnined crcw of spectators and dedic:rted players. After a few rain drops,

the clouds clealed and the players tooh dre field.

Though the teams were a bit smaller (arrd a bit lopsicled), there was no lack in drivc zurd rletermination especially

in the younger athletes.

Teaur C)ne is up to bat. Ilrial led the littles' power parade with a solid single. I{is sister, Bretley, gets another
great hit and on errors, brings her brother in for the scorc.

Team One gets out and takes thc tield. Patty proves her worth at first base and llriar rnakes a "L.ook what I
caught" catch to make a play at seconrl b:rse. Ancl soon'I'earn'I wo is bach on the lield.

Briar gets another hit, slips on his way to first and still rnakes it to lirst. base snl'e ! Glenn hits a bng hit over heads

tcr right field ancl clrives Ilriar to third. Jackson P rnahes a play at 2'u Lo get Glcnn <xrt. Adrienne gets on base and

Bretley hits a singlc advancing Aclrienne to 2"'.

There was a brief intermission while everyone said t'heir'Good-bye's" [o Aunt Mary who sadly had to leave t]re

spectat.ors early.

'learn One continues their surgc. Kutcher hits a whopper dor+.n thc ll"' baseline ; I)can sends one out to center

Iiekl and brings in tlrree r)orc runs.

At one point Pastor Vince makes a spectacular diving miss to allow Kutcher to get on first. Ilriar gcts anotiter
single bringing in another run. Ach-ienne clrills one to center'field ancl sends another runner hornc. Bretley iilso

gets another hit and sends in zurother score. They have batted around otrce, h,vice or is it the third tirnei)

Dean sends a long one to center Iiekl ag:rin ancl Dan fbllows up with another big hit bring'ing in urore runs.

At long last, mercy is called and Tearn Two is put out of its rnisery and brougtrl in to bat.

Jackson P is up first. zurd gets an easy sing{e. Craig follows with atrother single.

l)arcie is up arrd is determincd to makc pitcher, Glcnn, give her the pitch she wants. She gets her [rit, but Bretley

is on top of it and gets her out zrt first. Jackson 'l rnahcs a solirl hit to bring iu J:rckson P for a score!

At Team Two's next [urn to bat, Pastor Vince gets a nice hit to left lield and brings in 2 runners. f)ave sends one

t.o riglrt lield and sends another runner to home.

I believe we a.re liecl at this pctint,

\A4ren Craig is up lbr'feam One he slams ir powerlirl line rlrive Lo Glenn at the mound, Glenn is knocked
soundly to the grclund but still rna-kcs the fantzrstic catch Ior out #3!

Wyatt gets zr hit and make a gallant ellort to stcal to 2"n but gets out. Kutcher places a nice clne to center field but
it's lielderl by Dave lbr the pop fly out.

Tearn Tr,r,o brings in their ringcr for the last inning. Rhyctt Polito makes his softball debut and lancls a single on
his {irst pitch and makes it to lirst base. Diucie mahes it. to lirst on an error by Patty. And then, Rhyet[ gets in {br
ir score on a hit byJackson T.

Once again, the game ends in a tie and many tired iurd luppy players congratulate each other and head out!

'fhanks to all that have supported the PCC Soltball Leiigue this Summer! And a speciirl thiutks to the Lirnrich's
lbr making is all happen! Goocl tirnes, great {iur, some sore tnuscles zurd boking lorward Lo Seirson 2027!



FUTURE MVP'S

Congratulations to Shayla Bowser and Bob Lott who recently became the newest members of
the Paradise Community Church!
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ITAHE A JOUTUL NOIEI U}rrO rHE LORD! PEAL}T TOC

The choir would like to welcome anyone who loves to sing to join us
on T\resdays beginning September Bth. We're looking forward to
praising the Lord and lifting our voices together during worship
services! Thanks to all who provided special music this summer -
but we hope to hear from you more often. If God puts a song on
your heart to share with us ANYTIN{E, please let Lisa Triponey
know. It's not just for summer and Christmas Eve anymore!

WORSHIP TEAM MEETING

The Worship Team met to talk about the worship services and plans for
future services. The Holy Spirit has been present in our sanctuary, and we
are excited for His leading in our music and praise! We are currently
praying about reintroducing the Greeting Time after hearing from members
of the congregation and also the Nursery Ministry. Your prayers for
guidance are greatly appreciated!

Some upcoming special services are:

Harvest Home on September 27

Veterans Day Observance on Nov. 8

We also discussed doing local outreach in place of Operation Christmas
Child this fall. Any suggestions are welcome! Please contact a member of
our team: Annette Roy, Loretta Shepler, Melissa Shepler, Lisa Triponey,
Diane Carlson, Janet Douthit, Ty Limrick, Shayla Bowser, Bobbi Becker, and
Pastor Vince.

Our next meeting is Sept 22 at 6pm. Al! are welcome!



tsTRTX{ A}tNOUNCEhdEiVr
Thaddeus Scott Reed was born to Dan and Sarah Reed on August g, 2026
at 6:25 pm. He is welcomed by his brothers Wyatt and Kutcher, and sister

Josie. Thaddeus is the grandson of Dean and sandra Reed.
Congratulations to the Reed Family!

YCU ARE INVITED!!!

Every week, kids are discoverlng who Jesus is - through
stories, games, laughten, and love.

It's beautiful. lt's a litfle chaotic, and it matters
more than we realize.

Kids ministry isr"r't about being perfect. !t's about showing up,
loving kids well, and helping shape faith in the next generation.

This is REAL KINGDCIM WORK.

Right here, right now.

And honestly, we'd love to do it with you!

Flease eontact Lori Yohe (sunday school), Erlca states (nursery)
or Pastor Vince to be involved in this vital ministry of love!



Dear ?aradise Famity, Juty 2A26

This week I had the opportunity to tetl a SO-year-otd story to the Cru Military team to encourage them. I

thought maybe I woutd telt it to you as wet[.

After I went on my first mission trip to Russia in 1995, I fett in love with missions and sharing the [ove,

beauty, wisdom, power, and satvation of Jesus. Josh McDowett invited me to work with him and his

team-and I was thritted! But then they told me that I had to raise my support as a missionary to be a futt-

time Campus Crusade for Christ staff member, lwas in shock. I had heard of missionaries raising

support, butto be one? My heart sunk.

A team member from the Josh McDowe[[ Ministry calted me three times over the course of that year-
each time answering my questions and encouraging me that if God reatty was catting rfle , He woutd hetp

me raise my support from compassionate believers who wanted to join in on missions. After a year of
praying, crying, and strugg[ing, I felt that God reatLy was calting n'le to raise funds to be a missionary. I was

terrified, but lwould trust, pray ffrore, and try!

After tatking to a few friends, they invited me to speal< at their churches. lwas shaking in front of crowds. I

did my best to talk about the mission work I was going to do with orphans and other peopte in need

around the wortd-and how I wanted to te[[ them about Jesus. I was 25 years otd, wandering around

Pennsylvania, shaking, and asking peopte to join me in missions as a partner. I was Bambi on ice, but I

prayed and plunged forward.

God taught me so much in

that journey about pride,

faith, the BCIdy of Christ,

money, forgiveness, grace,

iaithfutness, gratitude and

more. After a year and a hal.f,

I was fulty suppl^ied by 5

churches and 105 paftners

and readyto move to Datlas,

Texas, to start work with the

Josh McDowett M inistry.

I have been working with
ministry partners and raising Joey with iosli and Dottie McDowet[ in 1996

support for 30 years now. I have had some very, very tean

times where lwas hurting badty-.and the thought of quitting crossed my mind. But God was atways kind

to show me a new [esson, a new aspect of His Heart, and He always provided new hetp to find new
partners and rise again. And some of my partners have been with me for 30 years!

The Apostte Pau[ taLking to his $upporters about his financial situation (in Phitippians 4:10-14) has atways

been so meaningful for me:

I
\l I$



How I praise the Lord that you are concerned about me again. I know you have always been concerned

for me, but you didn't have the chance to help me. Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how

to be content with whatever I have. I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have

learned fhe secref of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach ar entpty, with plenty or

little. For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. Even so, you have done weLL to

share with me in my present difficulty.

Here is where I get stuck in my letter. I want io tetl you how much my partners have meant to me over the years-
how much YOU have meant to mel I can't find enough words-or the right words. The emotions are there-the
words are not.

And I get stuck trying to communicate a[[ the precious peopte over these 30 years that we have hetped together*
encouraged, fed, ctothed, gave Bibtes and other books, shared Christ, showed God's tove in ways they needed it

the most. I cannot remember them a[[ mysetf, but Jesus l<nows each and every person! He loves them with such a

Great Love (Ephesians 2:4)l

Thanl< you! And my prayer for YOU is that God witt btess you for your part in this mission. Latety I just tove to pray

through God's Word. I am praying these promises over you:

"A generous person will prosper; whoever ref reshes others will be ref reshed." * Proverbs 11 :25

"Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, presse d down, shaken together and running aver, will be

poured into your lap." - Luke 6:38

I moved on from The josh McDoweil Ministryto Unto, and

now to Cru Mititary. The military conrrnunity is such a

speciaI peopte-group, and I bel.ieve they need Jesus rrrc're

now than ever before. With wars and rumors of wars, I see

tlre emotionaL toLi it teke$ on these amazing men and

women. Thankyou for hetping me to reach them with some

anrazing Good News! Jesus wi[t never leave or forsake them.

He witL en-lpower and guide theml iesus is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life!

That's my God story f rom fear to faith and to some pretty

crazy stories after that.

What is your God story? Look back-how has God Led you
I got to tour the USS Cart Vinson aircraft

carrier in the earty 2000's with Cru. Was God
warming me up for mititary nrinistry?

over these [ast years? Where is He leading you to? Please...tell me

Joey Payne iryith Cru Mititary
183i [den Road Lancaster, FA 17601

717"283-752_A

Visi't rny website at: give.cru.orgi04.58229

so that in att thing$ at a[[ times,
having a[t that you need,

yau witi. abound in every good work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:8
CTU
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L
Dear Partners in Ministry!

I leave September 3 for the first-ever MonGO[ia mission trip with Cru Mititary and the Centurions. I am so
excited! (l am writing early since I have so much to do before then!)

When the Mongolian Team originally asked me to help design a mobility mission trip to the military for them,
the original request was just to meet the needs of children. One division of the military asked if we could see
some injured veterans. So we are now ministering to veterans, too. ln fact, the need for wheelchairs for
veterans is so great, we may be seeing 50% children and 50% veterans.

Why wheelchairs? Being in the Mongolian military is not a high-paying job. Most families cannot afford a
wheelchair for their handicapped children. So, they carry them from place to place, or they stay home because
it is easier. with a wheelchairi they can be free to go to more places as a family.

How will they hear the gospel? After the event, the Centurions missionaries will be visiting the children and
their families in their homes to see how they are doing, to make sure the wheelchairs are functioning properly,
to build relationships, and to answer any questions they have. ln the home setting, there is more freedom to
talk about faith in Jesus.

But wait...there might be more! The Centurions missionaries have plans for other ministry we can do if we
have time. We may visit local hospitals, meet with families, join Bible studies, minister to officers and cadets,
meet with military wives, and possibly even repair mobility aids for other peopte.

ln a country less lhan 2% christian, the missionaries there know they I

has the chance to know and follow Jesus. The centurions are focusing
active-duty men and women and their families-a closed society hard
access. Please pray for a revival in Mongolian in
the military community! Thank you so much for
being a part of this mission to Mongolia!

have a great task to make sure everyone

;on the military community of 50,000

to
joey Payne
Cru Military

)l.Firltrti.iB,i:r r.l :: i li le ry.cl;
717-283-7520

give.cru.org/A458229
,Y/r*
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IOI{AH AND
THE WHALE
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KCNRLAEERVLGBWP ICF
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GIBFVEFW$IOVTRKVHQ
IQEL IEHTHRVADHXWTS
UBTEWRHNVAVVRZKDTG
RRCBRGCGFPLXIDAOAE
DYBV IHKAKYBEMYLOVY
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ZHCLGKLRZNCGBOFGBA

WHALE

JONAH

SAILORS

SHIP

CAST LOTS

OVE,RBOARD

BELLY

WIND

FEAR

HEBREW

SACRIFICE

NINEVEH

THREE

DAYS

NIGHTS

ANGRY

PRAYED

GOURD

SACKCLOTH

EVIL
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Think you can
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PiG
ROAST

Fun for
the kkls!
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